
The Killer Career Nobody Knows About: The
Unsung Heroes of Forensic Science
Forensic science is a fascinating and often deadly field. But there's one
killer career that often goes unnoticed: the forensic anthropologist.
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Forensic anthropologists are scientists who use their knowledge of human
anatomy and decomposition to help solve crimes. They're the ones who
identify remains, determine time of death, and even reconstruct faces from
skulls. Their work is essential to bringing criminals to justice and providing
closure to families of victims.

Despite their importance, forensic anthropologists are often overshadowed
by their more glamorous colleagues, like forensic pathologists and criminal
profilers. But their work is just as vital to solving crimes.
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In fact, forensic anthropologists have played a role in some of the most
high-profile cases in history. For example, they helped to identify the
remains of the victims of the 9/11 attacks and the Oklahoma City bombing.

Forensic anthropologists also work on cold cases, where the remains of a
victim have been found long after the crime was committed. In these cases,
forensic anthropologists can use their expertise to help identify the victim
and determine how they died.

The work of forensic anthropologists is not for the faint of heart. They often
have to deal with decomposed remains and graphic crime scenes. But their
work is essential to solving crimes and providing justice for victims.

What does a forensic anthropologist do?

Forensic anthropologists use their knowledge of human anatomy and
decomposition to help solve crimes. They work with law enforcement
agencies to identify remains, determine time of death, and reconstruct
faces from skulls.

Here are some of the specific tasks that forensic anthropologists may
perform:

*

Identify remains. Forensic anthropologists can use a variety of
techniques to identify remains, including dental records, DNA analysis, and
facial reconstruction.

*



Determine time of death. Forensic anthropologists can use a variety of
factors to determine time of death, including the condition of the body, the
presence of insects, and the temperature of the environment.

*

Reconstruct faces from skulls. Forensic anthropologists can use a
variety of techniques to reconstruct faces from skulls, including 3D
modeling and facial approximation.

*

Analyze trauma. Forensic anthropologists can analyze trauma to
determine the cause of death and to identify the weapon that was used.

How do I become a forensic anthropologist?

To become a forensic anthropologist, you will need to earn a bachelor's
degree in anthropology or a related field. You will then need to complete a
graduate program in forensic anthropology. Most forensic anthropology
programs are accredited by the American Board of Forensic Anthropology
(ABFA).

Once you have completed your graduate program, you will need to obtain
certification from the ABFA. To become certified, you will need to pass a
written exam and a practical exam.

What is the job outlook for forensic anthropologists?

The job outlook for forensic anthropologists is good. The demand for
forensic anthropologists is expected to grow as law enforcement agencies
increasingly rely on scientific evidence to solve crimes.



Forensic anthropologists can work in a variety of settings, including law
enforcement agencies, medical examiner's offices, and universities. They
can also work as consultants for private companies.

What are the benefits of a career in forensic anthropology?

A career in forensic anthropology offers a number of benefits, including:

*

Job security. The demand for forensic anthropologists is expected to
grow in the coming years.

*

Variety. Forensic anthropologists work on a variety of cases, from
homicides to cold cases.

*

Challenge. Forensic anthropology is a challenging and rewarding field.

*

Helping others. Forensic anthropologists help to solve crimes and
provide closure to families of victims.

What are the challenges of a career in forensic anthropology?

A career in forensic anthropology also has some challenges, including:

*



Exposure to death and trauma. Forensic anthropologists often work with
decomposed remains and graphic crime scenes.

*

Long hours. Forensic anthropologists often work long hours, including
weekends and holidays.

*

Emotional toll. Forensic anthropology can be emotionally demanding.

*

Competition. The job market for forensic anthropologists can be
competitive.

Is a career in forensic anthropology right for me?

A career in forensic anthropology is a good fit for people who are interested
in science, law enforcement, and helping others. If you are looking for a
challenging and rewarding career, then forensic anthropology may be the
right field for you.
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