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The Great War, also known as World War I, was one of the most
devastating conflicts in human history. It claimed the lives of millions of
people and left a lasting legacy of pain and suffering. But amidst the horror
and destruction, there were also moments of beauty and inspiration. One of
the most remarkable aspects of the war was the outpouring of poetry that it
inspired. Poets from all over the world wrote about the war, capturing its
horrors and its triumphs in verse.

In this article, we will explore some of the most famous war poets and visit
the battlefields where they fought and wrote. We will begin our journey in
England, where we will visit the grave of Rupert Brooke, one of the most
celebrated war poets of all time. We will then travel to France, where we
will visit the battlefields of the Somme and Verdun, two of the most
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infamous battles of the war. Finally, we will end our journey in Belgium,
where we will visit the Ypres Salient, the site of some of the most intense
fighting of the war.

Rupert Brooke

Rupert Brooke was born in Rugby, England, in 1887. He was a brilliant
student and a gifted poet. In 1914, he enlisted in the British Army and was
sent to France. Brooke was killed in action at the Battle of Gallipoli in 1915.
He was just 27 years old.

Brooke's poetry is characterized by its beauty and its idealism. He wrote
about the beauty of nature, the love of country, and the glory of war. His
most famous poem, "The Soldier," is a sonnet that expresses the
willingness of young men to die for their country.
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The Battle of the Somme was one of the bloodiest battles of the Great War.
It was fought from July to November 1916, and resulted in the deaths of
over one million soldiers. The battle was a disaster for the British Army,
which suffered heavy losses. However, the battle also inspired some of the
most powerful war poetry ever written.
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One of the most famous poems about the Somme is "Dulce et Decorum
Est" by Wilfred Owen. Owen was a young British soldier who fought in the
battle. His poem is a graphic and harrowing account of the horrors of war.
Owen was killed in action in 1918, just one week before the end of the war.
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Verdun
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The Battle of Verdun was another one of the bloodiest battles of the Great
War. It was fought from February to December 1916, and resulted in the
deaths of over 700,000 soldiers. The battle was a stalemate, but it had a
profound impact on both sides. The French Army was able to hold its
ground, but at a terrible cost. The German Army was unable to break
through the French lines, but it suffered heavy losses.

One of the most famous poems about Verdun is "In Flanders Fields" by
John McCrae. McCrae was a Canadian doctor who served in the war. His
poem is a moving tribute to the fallen soldiers of the Great War. McCrae
was killed in action in 1918.
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Ypres Salient

The Ypres Salient was a bulge in the Allied lines in Belgium. It was the site
of some of the most intense fighting of the Great War. The salient was held
by the British Army, and it was subjected to repeated German attacks. The
fighting was so intense that the area became known as "the
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