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As educators and advocates for young children, we recognize the pivotal
role literacy plays in every child's cognitive, social, and emotional
development. For English learners (ELs),embarking on their literacy
journey in a second language presents unique challenges and
opportunities.

The Importance of Literacy Development for Preschool ELs

Studies have consistently demonstrated the profound impact of early
literacy exposure on children's academic success and future achievements.
For preschool English learners, literacy development:

Supports language acquisition: Literacy provides a rich context for
ELs to encounter new vocabulary, language structures, and concepts.
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Enhances cognitive skills: Engaging with print materials fosters
critical thinking, problem-solving, and memory skills.

Promotes social and emotional well-being: Reading and writing
stories can help ELs develop empathy, imagination, and self-
expression.

Strategies to Support Literacy Success for Preschool ELs

Empowering preschool English learners to succeed in literacy requires a
multifaceted approach that fosters language acquisition, print awareness,
phonemic awareness, vocabulary development, and writing instruction.

Language Acquisition

Creating a language-rich environment is paramount. Encourage ELs to:

Participate in meaningful conversations: Engage them in daily
routines, playtime, and small group discussions.

Sing songs and read books aloud: Expose them to a variety of
language patterns and rhythms.

Provide visuals and props: Use pictures, objects, and gestures to
make concepts comprehensible.

Print Awareness

Help ELs understand the nature and function of print by:

Pointing out print in the environment: Label objects, read signs,
and engage in print-rich activities.



Reading books together: Follow the text with your finger, discuss the
illustrations, and ask questions.

Introducing concepts of print: Explain the difference between
letters, words, and sentences.

Phonemic Awareness

Phonemic awareness is the ability to recognize and manipulate the
individual sounds in words. Foster this skill by:

Playing rhyming games: Identify words that sound alike, such as
"cat" and "hat."

Segmenting words into sounds: Break down words into their
component sounds, such as "b-a-t."

Blending sounds to form words: Combine individual sounds to
create words, such as "m-a-n."

Vocabulary Development

Expanding ELs' vocabulary is essential for comprehension and expression.
Strategies include:

Introducing new words daily: Expose ELs to a variety of words
through conversations, books, and songs.

Using context clues: Provide clues to help ELs understand the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

Building semantic fields: Group words that belong to the same
category, such as animals, fruits, or verbs.



Writing Instruction

Encourage ELs to engage in early writing activities that develop their:

Scribbling and drawing: Promote fine motor skills and spatial
awareness.

Letter formation: Introduce letters through songs, games, and writing
exercises.

Story writing: Support ELs in creating their own stories, using picture
cues or verbal prompts.

Shared writing: Collaborate with ELs to write stories together,
providing scaffolding and support.

By embracing these strategies, we can create an environment where
preschool English learners can develop their literacy skills and unlock their
full potential. It is our responsibility as educators and advocates to provide
them with the necessary tools and support to soar in their literacy journeys.

Remember, there are no limits to literacy for preschool English learners.
With passion, dedication, and collaboration, we can empower them to
become confident and successful readers and writers.
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