
Invasive Terrestrial Animals: A Threat to
Ecosystems and Biodiversity
Invasive terrestrial animals are non-native species that have been
introduced to an ecosystem outside their natural range and have become
established and spread, causing ecological harm. These species can pose
a significant threat to native biodiversity and ecosystem functioning. This
article examines the ecological impacts of invasive terrestrial animals,
explores management strategies, and highlights the importance of
prevention and control measures.

Invasive Terrestrial Animals (Invasive Species)
by Suellen May

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2860 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 110 pages
Paperback : 136 pages
Item Weight : 5 ounces
Dimensions : 5 x 0.29 x 8 inches

Ecological Impacts of Invasive Terrestrial Animals

Competition with Native Species: Invasive terrestrial animals often
compete with native species for resources such as food, water, and habitat,
potentially outcompeting them and reducing their populations. This
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competition can disrupt the delicate balance of ecosystems, leading to
declines in native species diversity.

Predation and Herbivory: Invasive predators and herbivores can prey
upon or consume native species, disrupting food chains and trophic
interactions. This can have cascading effects throughout ecosystems,
altering species abundance, distributions, and community dynamics.

Habitat Modification and Alteration: Some invasive terrestrial animals
engage in behaviors that modify or alter their new environments. For
example, feral pigs can create wallows that damage vegetation and alter
soil structure, while introduced deer can browse excessively on native
plants, affecting plant diversity and ecosystem composition.

Disease Transmission: Invasive terrestrial animals can carry diseases
and parasites that can spread to native species, leading to population
declines or extinctions. For instance, the of rabbits in Australia has resulted
in the transmission of a deadly virus known as calicivirus, which has
significantly reduced rabbit populations.

Management Strategies for Invasive Terrestrial Animals

Prevention: The most effective way to manage invasive terrestrial animals
is through prevention. This involves implementing strict quarantine and
biosecurity measures to prevent the intentional or accidental of non-native
species. Early detection and rapid response systems are crucial for
identifying and containing new infestations.

Control and Eradication: When prevention fails, various control and
eradication methods can be employed, depending on the target species



and the extent of the invasion. Techniques include:

Hunting and Trapping: Selective hunting and trapping can be
effective for controlling the populations of invasive terrestrial animals.
However, it requires trained personnel and can be labor-intensive.

Chemical Control: Pesticides, herbicides, and rodenticides can be
used to manage invasive terrestrial animals. Chemical control should
be carefully implemented to minimize potential non-target effects.

Biological Control: Introducing natural predators or parasites of
invasive species can help reduce their populations. However,
biological control requires careful evaluation to ensure that the
introduced species does not become invasive itself.

Importance of Prevention and Control

Protection of Biodiversity: Invasive terrestrial animals threaten native
biodiversity by competing with native species for resources, preying upon
them, and altering their habitats. Preventing and controlling invasive
species is essential to protect threatened and endangered species.

Ecosystem Stability: Invasive terrestrial animals can disrupt ecosystems
by altering food webs, altering vegetation composition, and introducing new
diseases. Preventing and controlling invasive species helps maintain
ecosystem stability and natural ecological processes.

Economic and Human Health Impacts: Invasive terrestrial animals can
damage infrastructure, crops, and livestock, resulting in significant
economic losses. They can also spread diseases to humans and pets,
posing potential health risks.



Invasive terrestrial animals present a serious threat to ecosystems and
biodiversity worldwide. Understanding the ecological impacts of these
species and implementing effective management strategies are essential
for mitigating their negative effects. Prevention, control, and eradication
measures should be prioritized to safeguard native species and
ecosystems, protect economic interests, and ensure human health.
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How The Democrats Won Colorado And Why
Republicans Everywhere Should Care
The Democrats' victory in Colorado in 2018 was a major upset. The state
had been trending Republican for years, and no one expected the
Democrats to win...
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Intermediate Scales and Bowings for Violin
First Position: A Comprehensive Guide for
Aspiring Musicians
As you progress in your violin journey, mastering intermediate scales and
bowings in first position becomes crucial for enhancing your...
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