
Common Sense and Nuclear Warfare
A Thought Experiment on the Desirability of Nuclear Disarmament

The debate over nuclear disarmament has been going on for decades, and
there is still no clear consensus on the best course of action. Some people
believe that nuclear weapons are a necessary evil, while others believe that
they are too dangerous to keep around. In this article, we will examine the
arguments for and against nuclear disarmament from a common sense
perspective. We will consider the potential benefits of disarmament, such
as reducing the risk of nuclear war and freeing up resources for other
purposes. We will also consider the potential risks of disarmament, such as
making the world more vulnerable to nuclear blackmail. Ultimately, we will
conclude that the case for nuclear disarmament is strong, but that it is
important to proceed cautiously and to take into account all of the potential
risks and benefits involved.
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There are a number of arguments in favor of nuclear disarmament. First,
nuclear weapons are incredibly destructive. Even a small nuclear weapon
can cause widespread death and destruction. A large-scale nuclear war
could kill millions of people and devastate the global economy. Second,
nuclear weapons are a constant threat to humanity. They could be used
intentionally in a war, or they could be used accidentally. The risk of nuclear
war is always present, and it is a risk that we cannot afford to take.

Third, nuclear weapons are a waste of money. The United States spends
billions of dollars each year on its nuclear arsenal. This money could be
better spent on other things, such as education, healthcare, or
environmental protection. Fourth, nuclear weapons are a source of tension
and conflict between nations. They create a sense of insecurity and fear,
and they can make it difficult to resolve disputes peacefully. Fifth, nuclear
weapons are a threat to the environment. They can contaminate the air, the
water, and the soil with radioactive materials. They can also cause climate
change. Sixth, nuclear weapons are a violation of international law. The
United Nations has declared nuclear weapons to be illegal, and they are a
threat to peace and security.

The Case Against Nuclear Disarmament

There are also a number of arguments against nuclear disarmament. First,
nuclear weapons have deterred war between major powers for decades.
The threat of nuclear retaliation has prevented the United States and the
Soviet Union from going to war, and it has also prevented other countries
from using nuclear weapons. Second, nuclear weapons are a source of
national pride. They are seen as a symbol of power and prestige, and they
can boost a country's morale. Third, nuclear weapons can be used for self-
defense. If a country is attacked by a nuclear-armed enemy, it may need to



use nuclear weapons to defend itself. Fourth, nuclear weapons can be
used to deter nuclear blackmail. If a country knows that it will be destroyed
if it uses nuclear weapons, it is less likely to use them.

Fifth, nuclear weapons can be used to promote peace. They can create a
sense of security and stability, and they can make it easier to resolve
disputes peacefully. Sixth, nuclear weapons are a source of scientific and
technological innovation. They have led to the development of new
technologies that have benefited humanity, such as nuclear power and
medical isotopes. Seventh, nuclear weapons are a source of employment.
They create jobs in the military, the nuclear industry, and the research
community.

The debate over nuclear disarmament is complex, and there are no easy
answers. There are strong arguments both for and against nuclear
disarmament, and it is important to weigh all of the factors involved before
making a decision. Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to disarm is a
matter of national policy, and it is up to each country to decide what is best
for its own security. However, we believe that the case for nuclear
disarmament is strong, and we urge all countries to consider the benefits of
a nuclear-free world.
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