Army Guide to Rigging: A Survival Essential
for the Modern Soldier

In the realm of survival, the ability to rig and manipulate ropes and cords is
a skill that can literally save lives. For soldiers, this skill is especially critical,
as they may encounter a wide range of scenarios where rigging knowledge
is essential, from crossing treacherous terrain to extracting injured
comrades.
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This comprehensive guide will provide you with a thorough understanding
of the Army's rigging techniques, empowering you with the knowledge and
skills to overcome any obstacle and ensure your survival in the field.

Basic Rigging Principles

Before we delve into specific rigging techniques, it is important to establish
a solid understanding of the fundamental principles that underpin all rigging
operations.
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. Safety First: Always prioritize safety when rigging. Wear appropriate

safety gear, such as gloves and eye protection, and ensure that all
equipment is in good working order.

Know Your Knots: Master the essential knots used in rigging, such as
the bowline, clove hitch, and figure-eight knot. These knots provide
secure connections and can be easily tied and untied.

Understand Rope Properties: Familiarize yourself with the different
types of ropes used in rigging, such as nylon, polyester, and Kevlar.
Each type has unique characteristics, such as strength, elasticity, and
abrasion resistance.

Use Proper Equipment: Employ the appropriate rigging hardware,
such as carabiners, pulleys, and tensioners. These tools enhance
safety and efficiency.

Inspect and Maintain: Regularly inspect your rigging equipment for
any signs of wear or damage. Replace worn or damaged components
promptly to ensure reliability.

Essential Rigging Techniques

Now that you have a grasp of the basic principles, let's explore some

essential rigging techniques that every soldier should master:

1.

Knot Tying: Master the art of tying various knots, including the
bowline, clove hitch, figure-eight knot, and Prusik knot. These knots
are essential for creating secure connections and adjusting rope
tension.



2. Rope Bridge: Construct a rope bridge to cross rivers or ravines. This
technique involves anchoring ropes across the obstacle and creating a
walkway using additional ropes or planks.

3. Pulley Systems: Utilize pulleys to lift heavy objects or change the
direction of force. Pulley systems can significantly reduce the effort
required for lifting or hauling.

4. Tyrolean Traverse: Cross a gorge or ravine using a Tyrolean traverse.
This technique involves setting up a high-tension rope across the
obstacle and using a pulley to slide across.

5. Rappelling: Descend a cliff or steep slope using a rappel device.
Rappelling requires proper equipment and training to ensure safety.
Survival Applications
Rigging techniques are not just limited to military operations; they have

numerous applications in survival situations:

= Shelter Construction: Rig tarps or other materials to create a
makeshift shelter that protects against the elements.

= Food Gathering: Construct traps or snares using ropes to capture
food sources.

= Water Collection: Rig a tarp or other material to collect rainwater or
dew for drinking.

= Rescue and Evacuation: Use rigging techniques to lower or lift
injured individuals or create a rescue system.

= Navigation: Utilize ropes to establish a guide line or mark trails, aiding
in navigation through unfamiliar terrain.



Mastering the art of rigging is a valuable skill for any soldier or survivalist.
By understanding the basic principles and essential techniques outlined in
this guide, you will be equipped to overcome obstacles, ensure your safety,
and enhance your survival capabilities in any environment. Remember,
practice makes perfect, so seek opportunities to practice rigging techniques
regularly and refine your skills. With the knowledge and experience gained
through this guide, you will be well-prepared to face any challenge that
comes your way.
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