
A Rich Tapestry of History: Unraveling the
Architectural Heritage of Southern Arkansas
University
Nestled amidst the verdant hills of Magnolia, Arkansas, Southern Arkansas
University (SAU) stands as a testament to the enduring power of education
and architectural excellence. The university's campus is a living tapestry of
history, where each building tells a unique tale of the institution's rich past,
architectural ingenuity, and unwavering commitment to education.
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From the grandeur of the Administration Building to the stately halls of the
Reynolds Humanities Building, the campus of SAU is a symphony of
architectural styles that reflects the university's evolution over the decades.
Each building bears witness to the institution's growth, aspirations, and
unwavering commitment to providing a transformative educational
experience for its students.
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The Administration Building: A Symbol of Authority and Tradition

The Administration Building, the heart of the SAU campus, is a majestic
edifice that exudes authority and tradition. Constructed in 1929, the
building's Classical Revival style, with its imposing columns and
symmetrical facade, reflects the university's commitment to academic
excellence and its deep roots in the community.

The building's interior is equally impressive, featuring an elegant lobby with
a soaring ceiling and marble accents. The Grand Hall, the centerpiece of
the building, is a grand space used for formal events and receptions. The
hall's high ceilings, intricate moldings, and large windows create an
atmosphere of both grandeur and intimacy.

Reynolds Humanities Building: A Hub for Intellectual Exploration

The Reynolds Humanities Building is another architectural gem on the SAU
campus. Completed in 1968, the building is a testament to the university's
commitment to the liberal arts and humanities. The building's modern
design, with its clean lines and expansive windows, reflects the university's
embrace of innovation and progress.

Inside the Reynolds Humanities Building, students and faculty engage in
lively discussions and explore the depths of human knowledge. The
building's classrooms, seminar rooms, and faculty offices provide an
inspiring environment for intellectual exploration and critical thinking.

Heritage Hall: A Bridge to the Past

Heritage Hall, a stately building constructed in 1914, is a tangible link to the
university's humble beginnings. The building's Victorian Gothic architecture,



with its pointed arches and intricate stonework, evokes a sense of nostalgia
and tradition.

Heritage Hall is home to the university's Museum, which houses a
collection of artifacts and documents that chronicle the history of SAU and
the surrounding region. The museum's exhibits provide a fascinating
glimpse into the university's past and its impact on the community.

Ross Pendergraft Library: A Haven for Knowledge

The Ross Pendergraft Library, completed in 2000, is a state-of-the-art
facility that provides students and faculty with access to a vast collection of
books, journals, and electronic resources. The library's modern design, with
its open spaces and abundant natural light, creates an inviting and inspiring
environment for learning and research.

The library's collection supports the university's academic programs and
research initiatives. The library staff is dedicated to providing students with
the resources and support they need to succeed in their studies and
prepare for their future careers.

Donald W. Reynolds Center: A Hub for Health and Wellness

The Donald W. Reynolds Center, completed in 2004, is a multi-purpose
facility that houses the university's health and wellness programs. The
center features a gymnasium, fitness center, swimming pool, and other
amenities that promote physical fitness and well-being.

The Reynolds Center is a popular destination for students, faculty, and staff
who seek to maintain a healthy lifestyle. The center's programs and
facilities support the university's commitment to providing a well-rounded



educational experience that encompasses both intellectual and physical
development.

Mulerider Athletics Complex: A Tribute to Excellence

The Mulerider Athletics Complex is a state-of-the-art facility that houses the
university's athletic programs. The complex includes a football stadium, a
basketball arena, a baseball stadium, and other facilities that provide
student-athletes with the resources they need to compete at the highest
level.

The Mulerider Athletics Complex is a point of pride for the SAU community.
The complex's modern design and impressive facilities reflect the
university's commitment to excellence in athletics and its support for its
student-athletes.

SAU Museum: Preserving the Past

The SAU Museum, located in Heritage Hall, is a treasure trove of artifacts
and documents that chronicle the history of the university and the
surrounding region. The museum's exhibits provide a fascinating glimpse
into the university's humble beginnings, its growth and development over
the decades, and its impact on the community.

The SAU Museum is a valuable resource for students, faculty, and the
community alike. The museum's exhibits provide a tangible connection to
the past and help to preserve the university's legacy for future generations.

Historic District: A Legacy in Stone

The SAU campus is home to a Historic District that includes several
buildings that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. These



buildings, including the Administration Building, Heritage Hall, and the
Reynolds Humanities Building, are a testament to the university's rich
history and its commitment to preserving its architectural heritage.

The Historic District is a reminder of the university's humble beginnings and
its unwavering commitment to providing a transformative educational
experience for its students. The district's buildings are a source of pride for
the SAU community and a reminder of the university's enduring legacy.

The campus of Southern Arkansas University is a living tapestry of history,
where each building tells a unique tale of the institution's rich past,
architectural ingenuity, and unwavering commitment to education. From the
grandeur of the Administration Building to the stately halls of the Reynolds
Humanities Building, the campus of SAU is a symphony of architectural
styles that reflects the university's evolution over the decades.

As the university continues to grow and evolve, its campus will undoubtedly
continue to reflect the institution's aspirations and its commitment to
providing a transformative educational experience for its students. The
buildings of SAU are more than just structures; they are symbols of the
university's rich history, its unwavering commitment to excellence, and its
enduring legacy.
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